TANTROKTAM RATRISUKTAM
Praise of the Goddess Night Revealed in the Tantra

From the Devi Mahatmyam [Markendeya Purana]

Om Visvesvarim jagadhatrim sthitisamharakarinim
Nidram Bhagavatim Visnoratulam tejasah prabhuh
I worship the Goddess controlling this universe, the support of this world,

maintainer and destroyer. The beneficial sleep, the incomparable
splendor and authority of Vishnu.

Tvam Svaha tvam Svadha tvam hi vasatkarah
svaratmika
Sudha tvamaksare nitye tridha matratmika sthita

O Devi, you are Svaha, Svadha, Vashatkar. The Svara are a form of yours
only. You are the nectar giving life. You are present in the form of the
three matras A, U and M of the indestructible syllable AUM.

Ardhamatrasthita nitya yanuccarya visesatah
Tvameva sandhya savitri tvam devi janani para

You are the unpronounceable half matra at the end of AUM. You are
Sandhya, Savitri, O Devi, you are the original Mother.

Tvayai tadharyate viSvam tvayai tat srjyate jagat
Tvayaitat palyate devi tvamatsyante ca sarvada

You are supporting this Universe, you create this World, you sustain this
World. At the end of the Universe, you absorb everything in yourself.

Visrstau srsti rlipa tvam sthiti riipa ca palane
Tatha samhrti rlipante jagato’sya jaganmaye
At the time of generation of this World you are Srushti - the Creation,

while the world continues to exist you are Sthiti - its stability, and at the
time of Dissolution you are Samhriti - the Destroyer.
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Mahavidya mahamaya mahamedha mahasmrtih
Mahamoha ca bhavati Mahadevi Mahasuri.

You are the ultimate knowledge, illusion, intelligence, memory, ignorarnce,
goddess and controller.

Prakrtis tvam ca sarvasya guna traya vibhavini
Kalaratrir Maharatrir Moharatri$ca daruna

You are the Prakriti - the Fundamental material - which creates the three Gunas
- the properties. You are three kinds of Night - Time, the Fundamental and
Ignorance.

Tvam Sris tvam I§vari tvam Hristvam buddhir bodha
laksana

Lajja pustistatha tustis tvam $§antih ksantireva ca

You are Shri - the Wealth, Ishvari - the controller, Hri - modesty, and

intelligence in the form of perceptions. You are bashfulness, enrichment,
satisfaction, peace and forgiveness.

Khangini stilint ghora gadini cakrini tatha
SankhinT capini bana bhusundi paridhayudha

You have these different forms of representations.

Saumya saumya tara $esa saumyebhyastvati sundart
Paraparanam parama tvameva Paramesvari

You are beauty and more beauty. You are most beautiful amongst all the Saumya
things. You are Parameshvari, the Supreme Goddess, beyond the things near
and far.



